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Welcome to the
Trinenpalast/Palace
of Tears.

This is where history actually happened. This departure
hall was part of the border crossing point at Fried-
richstralle Station — a border in the heart of Berlin, a
divided city in divided Germany. Here, travellers often
had to queue for hours and pass through strict controls
before they were allowed to leave the GDR (German
Democratic Republic). Generally, only very few East
Germans were allowed to leave the country at all.

What did it look like here at the time? What impact did
the division of Germany have on people living in the
East and in the West?

Discover for yourself!
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The Palace of Tears







Escape to the

West



Until the early 1960s, many )
people left the GDR. Because

this was illegal and punishable “
with imprisonment, the escapees

tried everything they could to
remain undetected.
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0 Listen to her story. Why did the family flee?

O The supply situation was bad.

O Sieglinde was not allowed to take her school-leaving
examination.

O Sieglinde did not see a future for herself in the GDR.

O She did not have the freedom to travel wherever v
she wanted.
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e Imagine what thoughts might have crossed \\)
Sieglinde’s mind while she was preparing for
her escape, and complete:
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o What would you take with you if you had to flee today?



Building the
Berlin Wall







o Watch Fhe film. Name three
0 stages in which the division of

\/ the city was completed.
e

1
2
3

0 To your right you can see
concrete blocks from the

Berlin Wall: Look for the
block that was specially
processed for use. Examine
it carefully: What material
are the pieces on top of the
block made of? What was
their function?

Pieces of ... What for?



e Above the blocks you can see a black and white
photo with border guards and an injured person.
It is 18-year-old Peter Fechter. Note down what
happened to him in 1962.
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“Papers, please!”
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Travelle
s from.... e Tick the boxes: Who
was allowed to travel

Il Q Berlin (West) to the West via the
I Palace of Tears without

O DDR" ; major restrictions? The
-\__--‘.‘ ~:I"' signs to the left of the
O BRD" door can help you.
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_’T’Deutsche Dem

" okratische
"Bundesrepublik

*other states

Republik/GpR
Deutschland/FRg

0 Take a look at the inside of the booth. What was the
function of the following things? Match the pairs.

The traveller needed it
in his passport to get
the exit permit.

‘ 1. MLRROR ol THe CEILING

2. NARROW CORRIDOR AND The traveller was
RALSED CHAIR FOR THe to be checked from
INSPECTOR every angle.

[lowed to
. STAM The traveller was not a
‘ i b leave the booth by himself.

‘ {. bOoRS WLTHOUT

It was to show the traveller
i who was in control.



e The traveller had to
enter the booth alone.
Describe how he or she

might have felt. //\




The peaceful
revolution




In autumn 1989, more and more
East Germans took to the streets,
demonstrating for freedom and
political change. Within months,
the political situation in the GDR
changed profoundly.



e In 1989, these film sequences went around
the world. Describe the atmosphere in the
pictured scenes.

Clashes at a demonstration
(East Berlin)

g the fence of the West

Prague)

Refugees climbin
German embassy (



ng the goth anni-

The rulers celebrati
Fast Berlin)

versary of the GBRAL

Demonstration (Leipzig)



G People took to the streets for freedom.
Match each description to the corresponding
human right.

‘ 1. L CAN TRAVEL FREELY WHER- b Freedom of speech
EVER AND WHENEVER L LLKE.

2. I AM FREE TO COME TOGETHER Freedom of
WLTH OTHER peopLE LN PUBLIC. movement

‘ 3. 1 CAN COMMUNLCATE MY b Freedom of the
OpLNLON OPENLY. press

‘ ¥. My PRLVATE LIFE LS PROTECTED Freedom to
AGALNST GOVERNMENT INTERVEN- travel
TLON.

‘5, 1 AM FREE To LLVE
WHEREVER L WANT.

As, NEWSPAPER ARTLCLES . ool

Right to privacy

ARE NOT CONTROLLED BY assembly

THE STATE.
e Circle the(@uman riéhf)which is most important

to you.
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f keys which East
left you see sets o k 7 2ot
= yo:r:s Ieftybehind in Pragl'Je. Wﬁai}:l\;i?
GerrTthoughts be in a situation like ?
you

l -
Tick the boxes:

Oam happy because I can finally go.
I'would rather 80 back home, byt I might
be punished.

O will thing

s really be better i West
Germany? :

Oiam sad because | might never see my
friends again.
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wider ist nicht nur der SPIBOEL Siwen: wot . e
sondern auch die Ubrigen in der DOR akkredis .
deutschen Medien: Die DDR-BehOrden betrachien sech s
die Korr ten als not Ubel, das

ins Land gelassen haben, weil sie sonst dis lm.-
Anerkennung nicht bekommen hédtten.

ich kann Ihnen daher, so s
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The GDR rulers disapproved of friendf

ships between East Germans and West
Germans. Overnight, the fall of the

erlin Wall opened Up new opportuni-
ties to get together.



ollmann 's story

Listen to Silke M

puring the time of the Germa

division, W at was mo st d\fﬂcu\t for
ith Jan?

her in her relationship W

QO The dista
-
Not being allowed to travel to
the West

The uncertainty
would see each other again

() How did the
story of Silke a
nd Jan conti
nue?
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e As for Silke and Jan, the fall of the Wall meant
a new start for many people. In Karl-Wilhelm
Geissel’s suitcase you find another story. What
did the fall of the Berlin Wall mean for him?
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